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Developmental research means: 
Experiencing the cyclic process of development 
and research so consciously, and reporting on it 
so candidly that it justifies itself, and that this 
experience can be transmitted to others to 
become like their own experience.

‘

’Freudenthal, H (1991)
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Thought-experiments as instruments of 
educational development. 
Observing their thought-experiments and 
reporting on them would have transformed 
educational developers into educational 
researchers, who represent their findings together 
with the arguments, rather than dogmatically.

‘

’Freudenthal, H (1991)
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Knowledge can successfully be presented as a product 
if the process of its acquisition is reproducible-  
a characteristic of “hard” science. Wherever this 
condition is not fulfilled, knowledge presented 
without any indication of the process that brought it 
about, lacks all characteristics of rationality that 
distinguish genuine knowledge from dogma.

‘

’
Freudenthal, H (1991)
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